Public exhibition dates and venue

npower renewables are holding an
exhibition to show residents the proposal in
more detail and to present information on
issues relating to climate change and
renewable energy.

The exhibition will include a number of
displays including photomontages, which
show computer generated images of how
the wind farm could look in the current
surroundings.

We invite everyone to attend the exhibition
so they can talk to staff and we can address
any queries and comments. We will be
asking those who attend to leave feedback
so we can take any comments into
consideration, before our plans for the wind
farm are finalised.

The Mansfield wind farm exhibition will be
held on:

Saturday 29th October
1lam - 4pm

Sunday 30th October
1lam - 4pm

at Rainworth Miners’
Welfare, Kirklington Rd.

Admission is free, and all the family are
welcome to attend.

If you would like this in larger print, please contact
Cath Stevenson on 0118 959 2440.

Who are npower renewables?

npower renewables are the UK's leading
wind energy developers, dedicated to
generating electricity using sustainable,
environmentally-friendly resources. We are
the leading developer and operator of
onshore and offshore wind farms in the
UK, with over 13 years experience in the
wind energy market.

We currently manage 15 wind farms
totalling 267MW of installed capacity.
We also have hydroelectric plant and
co-firing biomass operated through our
parent company RWE npower.

1 This figure was calculated using the following:

Further information
Information can be found at the following websites:
npower renewables: www.npower-renewables.com/mansfield

The British Wind Energy Association: www.bwea.com and
www.embracetherevolution.com

For the more technical aspects of wind energy: www.windpower.org

Have your say
You can make comments by e-mailing: mansfield @ npower-renewables.com

Or writing (freepost) to: Cath Stevenson, npower renewables Ltd.,
FREEPOST SCE9163, Reading, RG1 8BR.

An average home utilises 4700 kWh per year (Ref: The Digest of UK Energy Statistics 2005 gives 2004 domestic electricity consumption as 117.589 terawatt-hours
(TWh) which, when taken with the 25.2 million households (based on Welsh homes = 1.213 million,
(http://www.wales.gov.uk/keypubstatisticsforwales/content/publication/housing/2005/sb2-2005/sb2-2005.htm); England = 21.109 million,
(http://www.bournemouth.gov.uk/Library/PDF/Living/Planning/Research/Mid%20year%20household%20estimates%202000%20t0%202003.pdf);

Scotland = 2.217 million (http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/933/0004175.xIs); Northern Ireland = 652,000 (http://www.detini.gov.uk/cgi-
bin/downdoc?id=922) gives an average electricity usage of 4,666 kWh per year per household).

2 National Grid Transco's Seven Year Statement 2004 supported the theory that an appropriate carbon dioxide emissions factor for electricity generated by wind

power is in the region of 860g CO2 / kWh.

3 C.D.Thomas et al., 2004, Extinction risk from climate change, Nature, vol 427
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Update to Mansfield Wind Farm PrOJect

An exhibition to inform public of plans,
to be held at Rainworth Miners’ Welfare.

npower renewables have continued environmental studies on farm land to the south of
Mansfield and can now confirm we are to hold a public exhibition about the scheme at the
end of October. (Please see back page for details of dates and times)

npower renewables, one of the UK’s leading
wind energy companies can now confirm we
would like to proceed with a planning
application for a five turbine wind farm.

It will take several weeks to complete
studies assessing any environmental
impacts of the proposed scheme. We also
need time to consult fully with local people
and therefore expect to submit a planning
application by the end of this year or early
2006.

A wind farm of this size could produce
enough renewable electricity for the
average annual needs of up to 4,300 1
homes. This would offset the release of up
to 17,600 2 tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2),
the main greenhouse gas attributed to
man-made climate change.

Sir David King, the Government’s Chief
Scientific Advisor, described climate change
as, “The most severe problem that we are
facing today, more serious even than the
threat of terrorism.”

Cath Stevenson, Renewables Developer for
the project said, “We have had an
encouraging level of response from local
people so far, which we hope will continue
as the project goes forward. We've
produced this newsletter to address many
of the most frequently asked questions. If
you still have any queries, the forthcoming
public exhibition is the perfect opportunity
to put them to us direct. You'll also be able
to leave written feedback on the scheme,
which we can take into account when
finalising the wind farm design.”

Continued on page 2
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Draft area for turbine locations

Your questions about
the Mansfield Wind
Farm answered
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Continued from page 1

Update to Project

We have asked the local planning authority,
Newark and Sherwood District Council
(NSDC), to provide us with a ‘Scoping
Opinion’. This means NSDC have requested
the opinions of statutory bodies such as
English Nature, the Countryside Agency and
the Environment Agency on the scope of the
environmental studies we need to do.

NSDC also made this request to
neighbouring Mansfield District Council and
local Parish Councils as representatives of
the local communities.

This process ensures we provide the
appropriate environmental information when
we make our planning application, so that
the planning authority can decide whether
to grant permission or not.

The planning authority will consult with the
same bodies again, when npower
renewables submits a planning application.

Back in Power?

The possibility of a wind farm in the
Lindhurst area will doubtless stir memories
for many local people of Rainworth and
Blidworth's proud contributions to energy
generation in years gone by.

Rainworth, in particular, developed as a
village thanks largely to the sinking of
Rufford Colliery in the early years of the last
century, while Blidworth saw a large increase
in population from 1924 when it also
became a pit village.

Although Rufford Colliery stopped producing
coal in the early 1990s and was finally
closed in 1993, it was, for over 80 years, a
major contributor to Nottinghamshire's huge
coal export effort. Although the former
colliery site is now separated from the
village by the bypass, many local families
still have fond recollections of the central
part the pit played in village life.

Likewise, in Blidworth, the sinking of the pit
in 1924 changed the face of the village. It
finally lost the battle to remain open in
1989.

Although on a much smaller scale the
proposed wind farm could see Rainworth
once again playing a part in energy
generation.

Thank you to J.Hall of Mansfield for this
contribution

Your Questions Answered

After our first newsletter was published in August we’ve had many comments and
questions from people, here are the answers to some of the most common queries.

Why have you chosen this area?

We have a considered selection process,
and we assess any potential sites on a
variety of different factors. Some of the
basic constraints to wind energy include:

Distance from homes - initially we

usually look for a distance of at least half

a kilometre from every home, whether
that be in a village or an isolated house
in the country.

Wind Speed - the smallest variation in
predicted wind speed can rule out large
areas of land.

Distance to the electricity grid - the
most appropriate connection voltage for
a wind farm of this size is 33 kilovolts.
However 33 kV electricity lines are not
particularly common.

Access - being able to physically
transport the turbines to the site is
obviously crucial. In general the more
remote the site the more difficult it can
be to achieve an access route.

Land use can also be important, for
example we prefer to keep a reasonable
distance from existing trees.
Landscape designations - national
designations, such as Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty or National
Parks, indicate to us that the landscape
there is particularly valued in the
national interest. The site near Lindhurst
farm has neither designation.
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npower renewables’ Tow Law Wind Farm

How noisy are the wind turbines?
Modern wind turbines and well designed
wind farms are quiet in operation and,
standing at the base of a wind turbine, a
normal conversation can be held without
difficulty. If you haven’t been to visit a
wind farm it is certainly worth going to
listen and look for yourself. The closest
wind farm is at Mablethorpe, Lincs, north
of Skegness. If you would like details
please write to Cath Stevenson at the
freepost address on the back page.

The final design of the wind farm will
ensure that the strict noise standards set
out in national guidelines, and enforced
by local authorities, will be met.

Will turbines affect the recreational
use of the land?

There are no public rights of way across
the site of the proposed wind farm, and
it is not used for any public recreational
purpose. However, the site is within the
‘Greenwood Community Forest’ area.
This means that as part of the planning
application we are encouraged to
increase tree planting in the area. This
would make the area even more ‘green’,
and we would be more than happy to
contribute in this way.

Your Questions (cont'd)

Will wildlife be affected?

At Lindhurst, detailed studies are continuing
into the environmental impact on any
wildlife present. People have asked us
particularly about the birds that use the site.
Experience from wind farms across the UK
has shown that birds are very rarely harmed
by well-sited turbines and are far more at risk
from the effects of climate change and
human activities. Research shows that one
third or more of land-based plants and
animals could become extinct (including
some species of british bird) by climate
change that is likely to happen before the
middle of this century3. More information
about how climate change could affect
wildlife can be found on the RSPB website at
www.rspb.org/climate.

Will turbines change the use of the
surrounding land to industrial use?

This is a question which several people
have asked us. There's no precedent for a
wind farm in the UK changing the use of
the surrounding land. In fact, the turbines
would take up such a small percentage of
the farm land that the farmer will be able to
continue farming with virtually no change.
The fields will therefore remain in
agricultural use whether the wind farm
goes ahead or not (excluding the areas
physically taken up by the turbines and
equipment etc). If the wind farm does go
ahead, the farmer also plans to enhance the
site for wildlife by introducing grass strips
‘set aside’ for wildlife and other features.
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A graceul marvel in

Mablethorpe

“We love the turbines at
Mablethorpe. We cannot hear
any noise. They're not at all
ugly, in fact we think they’'re
graceful. They break up the flat
landscape and look lovely
against the sunset”

Mr and Mrs Rollinson,

Nearest uninvolved neighbours to
Bambers Farm Wind Farm, Mablethorpe,
Lincolnshire

Note- Wind Farm owned by Ecotricity

Energy Saving
in the home

If you're considering making
improvements to your home you might
be interested to know there are a range
of grants and offers available to save
you money and help the environment.

You can find out more by contacting the
Energy Saving Trust helpline on

0845 727 7200 or visiting the website at
www.saveenergy.co.uk.

Another avenue to help the
environment is via Clear Skies, a
scheme funded by the DTI and
managed by BRE. Clear Skies aims to
give householders and communities a
chance to realise the benefits of small
scale renewable energy such as:

= Solar Thermal

= Small scale wind turbines

= Micro/small scale hydro turbines
= Ground source heat pumps

=  Wood fuelled boiler systems

You can find more information on Clear
Skies grants by phoning the helpline on
08702 430 930, or visiting the website

at www.clear-skies.org.

To obtain free help and advice on
energy efficiency, as well as current
heating insulation grants and discounts,
contact Newark and Sherwood Energy
Agency.
tel: 01636 655 596 or
email: help4u @ nsdc.info




